
 

 

sPARK 
 
 

Summer Program 
Accelerating 
Radical Kids! 

 
June 19-22, 2017 

 
 
 

SPARK Camp is open to all rising 
4th – 8th AIG identified students 

enrolled in Durham Public Schools. 
 
 
 

2017 Camp Location 

Githens Middle School 
4800 Old Chapel Hill Road, Durham  

 
 

Daily Schedule 
 

Arrival                          8:00 a.m. –  8:15 a.m. 

Morning Session        8:15 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

Lunch/Enrichment  11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

   (Students should bring a bag lunch and snack  

    daily. Lunch will be provided on Thursday.)      

Afternoon Session   12:30 p.m. –  3:45 p.m. 

 

 

 
 
 

Registration Information 
Registration begins on  

February 16, 2017 at 8:30 a.m.  
 

 Registration: Log-on to register at  
     DPS Homepage (www.dpsnc.net) 
             Programs and Services 
                       Academic Support Services 
                            Academically and                      
                             Intellectually Gifted (AIG)  
                             Program  
                                  SPARK Camp Registration 
 

Please be prepared to select one morning 
and one afternoon session for your child.  
Because classes fill quickly, having several 
top choices will be helpful before beginning 
the registration process.   
 

 
Cost 

Camp:  $65.00 nonrefundable – includes  
   camp t-shirt, supplies, and lunch on  
   Thursday 
After-Camp Care:  After-Camp Care is      
   available each day until 5:30 for a $25.00  
   additional charge 
 
Payment: All payments must be received 
by March 23, 2017.  Checks/money orders 
can be mailed to DPS Advanced 
Academics,  c/o Laura Parrott,    PO Box 
30002,   Durham, NC, 27702 
or cash/check delivered to Advanced 
Academics, Durham Public Schools Central 
Services located at 511 Cleveland Street.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, please contact: 
Phone:  919.560.3750 

Elizabeth Cross 
 Director of Advanced Academics 

Elizabeth.Cross@dpsnc.net 
Laura Parrott 

Coordinator of Advanced Academics 
Laura.Parrott@dpsnc.net 

 
 
 

http://www.dpsnc.net/
mailto:Laura.Parrott@dpsnc.net


 
Sessions for Rising 4th – 5th Graders  

(Current 3
rd

 - 4
th

 Graders)  
Elementary - Morning 

 
Are We There Yet?  Ready for an adventure? Become your 
family’s travel agent!  Where would you like to go? What 
would you like to see, visit, and do? Choose the destination, 
and the rest is up to you! We’ll use geography/maps, 
history, math/economics, reading, writing, and art to find 
places to stay, visit/explore, and eat. You’ll even figure out 
airfare or gas mileage! Voila! Your trip will be completely 
planned! With some persuasion, who knows? Maybe you’ll 
get to go on your trip! 

The Crown vs. The Vote Discover, compare and contrast 
Great Britain’s Royal Crown and Parliament to America’s 
Democracy. Hold a debate or create a brochure advertising 
your opinion on which you think is a better form of 
government. Try to sway your audience to go with the form 
of leadership you think is better for governing a country. 
 
Engineering Around the World (In Just 4 Days!) All, aboard!  
Grab your passport and embark on a journey exploring the 
ways engineering impacts the lives of people across the 
globe.  Practice using the processes engineers use to solve 
problems and create technology. Extend your math and 
science knowledge and get creative to help solve real world 
problems. From solar ovens in Africa, to water filters in 
India...come along and learn how human creativity and 
collaboration is helping change the world. 
 
Magical Me Have you ever heard of Harry Houdini? Have 
you ever seen a magic trick and wondered how it worked? 
In this class, we will learn about the history of magic and 
illusions, as well as how some of the most famous magicians 
created their tricks. By week’s end, you’ll be able to create 
your own magic show to amaze your friends and family. 
 
Music in Motion What do Sleeping Beauty and The 
Nutcracker have in common? Study classical composers 
from different countries and the ways their music has been 
interpreted into different forms of motion, then create your 
own form of movement (painting, dance, or words) to go 
along with a famous classical piece of music.  

 
Rocket Power  5…4…3…2…1…Lift-Off! Are you ready to 
design your own rocket? Be prepared to learn all about 
aerodynamics, gravity, balance, apogee, drag and thrust 
and their role in a successful launch.  If you love problem 

solving or dream of becoming an aerospace engineer, this 
class is for you! 
 
Soccer – What’s It All About Did you know that becoming 
an expert in Newton's Laws of Motion could improve your 
soccer game?  How about those angles you studied in 
Geometry?  You guessed it!  Knowledge of both can help 
you score more goals.  Discover how the things you've 
learned in school can have a significantly positive impact on 
your game.  There may even be a little field time to show 
what we know, so, grab a soccer ball and come play! 
 
Transmorgifying Stories: The Art of Comics through Calvin 
& Hobbes  Art, story, and humor – nothing combines these 
three better than Calvin and Hobbes comics. Explore the 
elements that make comics entertaining, including well-
developed characters, plot, creative structure, drawings, 
and humor. After analyzing some of Bill Watterson’s best 
Calvin and Hobbes comics, we will use our new knowledge 
to develop our own comic strip. 
 
Water Heroes Wanted Calling all water sleuths! Our water 
supply just became undrinkable!  In this session, you will 
design methods to filter water using ordinary materials, 
while pondering designs and cost efficiencies. If you believe 
we always need clean water, answer the call.  Heroes 
required! 

 

Elementary – Afternoon  
 
Ahoy, Ye Mateys!  Venture into the open seas of the 
Atlantic as we learn about some of the most feared pirates 
in history.  Come prepared to “walk the plank” as we dive 
deeply into what pirate life was really like! We will discover 
how to survive on the open seas while deciphering fact 
from fiction.   
 
Board Games Do you enjoy playing board games? Have you 
ever wanted to make your own? We will learn about 
different types of board games, including the history, 
popularity, features and strategy for winning each game. 
We will use what we learned to create our own superior 
board game to play with friends and family. 
 
Eureka! It has been said, “One man’s trash is another man’s 
treasure!”  Tinker with toys and simple machines as you 
create kinetic contraptions to solve Rube Goldberg’s 
daunting and creative tasks. Your “Eureka!” might be that a 
simple task can lead to a complex solution. 

 
 

 
Graphic Novel Adventure Are you a fan of the graphic 
novel?  Are you ready to draw? Join us for a storyboard 
exploration. We will get inspired by the great graphic novels 
and create our own character(s), create some drama and 
conflict, then put it all together with a Beginning, Middle 
and End.  Bring your wildest ideas- even a Bone can be a 
great hero! 
 
Capture a Second in Time with Pinhole Cameras 
Photographs are now a part of our everyday lives...from cell 
phones to digital cameras.  It’s now easier than ever to 
easily capture a second in time.  But what would 
photographs look like that last longer than just a few 
seconds? In this class, we will create our own pinhole 
cameras, which will allow us to explore how light affects the 
outcome of photographs.  We will develop our 
photographs, and then scrapbook and journal our findings. 

 
Pokemon…Go!  You have been hired by Pokémon game 
designers to invent a new creature that will make their 
game even better.  Students will look at different real life 
animals to learn about traits that contribute to resiliency.  
Students will then invent their own unique Pokémon and 
develop a short commercial that markets their creature and 
justifies why it is stronger than all the others.   

 
Start Your Engines! Have you ever wondered about the 
science behind NASCAR? Rev up your engine and be 
prepared to study the different parts of a car and the 
impact the driver makes. The grand finale will be creating 
our own box cars for a race to the finish! 
 
Think Like a Scientist This class will allow you to pursue the 
answers to questions you have about the world around you. 
You will design and conduct experiments and create 
credible investigations by applying the Scientific Method. 
Get ready to discover the answers to your questions by 
observing, measuring, and investigating the world around 
you. 
 
Tiny House, Big Space! If you’ve been watching TV or 
reading magazines, chances are you've seen a tiny house. 
These little homes are everywhere...and now, we're asking 
students to make their own 3D version!  Students will 
research tiny homes and brainstorm what features would 
be like in their own tiny home, create a budget for which to 
build and furnish the tiny home, and finally design their 
perfect space. 
 
 



Sessions for Rising 6th – 8th  Graders 
(Current 5

th 
 - 7

th
 Graders)  

 Morning 
 
 
Economic Experts What would you do with $15,000? The 
possibilities are plentiful but what if I said you were 
required to invest that money in the stock market? In this 
class, we will study all aspects of the economy. We will 
understand key components, take a deeper look into how 
and why recessions occurred, and use our new found skills 
to allocate our $15,000 (of Monopoly money!) accordingly. 
 
Encryption for the Amateur Are you ready to crack the 
code? In this intriguing class, you will learn the mathematics 
of basic encryption, invent your own ciphers, discuss 
relevant historical events, and learn mathematical concepts 
that often aren’t seen until college! Let the decoding begin 
as our web of murder, mayhem and intrigue unfolds! 

Old Books, What are they Good For?  Absolutely 
EVERYTHING! In this camp session we will be exploring all 
the ways “OLD” books can be repurposed to tell a new tale. 
We will cut, sew, glue, reimagine, rewrite, and CREATE 
original works of art from OLD books. Disclaimer: Some 
books may be harmed in the process. 
 
So You Wanna’ Be a Martian Did you ever dream of 
becoming an astronaut one day?  Did you ever watch and 
laugh about “My Favorite Martian” on TV?  Well, NASA 
plans to have the first humans step onto Mars in 2030!  
Using NASA”s recruitment framework, you will research, 
identify and offer solutions to the challenges of surviving on 
Mars. 
 
The Trail Most Traveled: The Trail Less Traveled In this 
session you will compare two popular trails that early 
settlers used to travel by wagon to the “wild, wild”  west.  
What were the dangers of each trail?  How long did the 
journey take?  How many miles total?  How many miles in a 
day?  You will create a mural of the trail from beginning 
point to ending point, discussing the difference in the 
location started from and the locations at the end of the 
trail.     
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Sessions for Rising 6th – 8th  Graders  
(Current 5

th 
 - 7

th
 Graders)  

Afternoon   
 
 
Are You Sense-itive? How in tune are you with your body? 
Are you really in control of it or is it in control of you? Did 
you know there are nerve cells that can trigger and trick 
you?  What do “gustation” and “olfaction” have to do with 
anything?  Come learn and experiment with how well your 
senses work. Can you trick them, or will they trick you? 
 
Buggin’ Out  Do you love watching ants build their tiny 
societies? Do termites, grasshoppers, caterpillars, and 
praying mantises intrigue you, rather than gross you out? 
Discover ethno-entomology, the study of insects in culture! 
Insects have been a part of our culture for millennia, from 
ancient China to Greece to the Amazon. They have 
appeared in folklore, religion, art, and as medicines! Now 
it’s your turn to build your own insect and explore the world 
of our fascinating many-legged friends. 
 
The Greek Enquirer:  Inquiring Minds Want to Know What 
if the Greek myths made it to the newsstand? Who would 
be the “headliners”?  In this class, you will explore the 
myths and legends from Ancient Greece and rewrite the 
stories for the most controversial celebrity “gods and 
goddesses” gossip and entertainment news magazine, The 
Greek Enquirer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hidden Figures Until recently, many people never realized 
that three brilliant African American women were 
instrumental in helping one of America’s most renowned 
astronauts orbit the Earth.  Could there be other “hidden 
figures” in math and science? In this session, we will 
uncover some other “hidden figures” who have made 
contributions to math and science. 
 
The Sound of Silence Find out how movies got started by 
going back to 1888 (when the first “moving picture” was 
produced) all the way through to the Roaring ‘20s and 
beyond! Laugh your head off at the antics of some of the 
greatest comedians of all time, like Charlie Chaplin and 
Buster Keaton. Thrill to the adventures of America’s 
Sweetheart, Mary Pickford, and the romantic heartthrob, 
Rudolph Valentino. So what are you waiting for? Go back in 
a time machine and rediscover the wonderful world of 
silent cinema!  
 
 
 

 


